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BY COMPLETING THIS SURVEY, I INTEND TO INDICATE WITH WHICH JUDICIAL PHILOSOPHIES OF UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT JUSTICES I MOST AGREE IN CASES OF RELEVANCE TO VOTERS.  I EXPRESS NO OPINION FOR OR AGAINST THE CORE POLICIES OR PROGRAMS WHICH WERE THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE FOLLOWING SUPREME COURT OPINIONS.  IF I AM ELECTED, I SHALL BE FAITHFUL TO THE LAWS AND TO MY OFFICIAL JUDICIAL OATH AND DUTIES.

OFFICE SOUGHT______________________________________________________________

PHONE/FAX/EMAIL____________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(Please initial each page and sign and date the last page.)

ABORTION

1.  Planned Parenthood v. Casey, 505 U.S. 833 (1992) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of state restrictions on a woman’s access to abortion.  The Court upheld several of the restrictions; however, it defended and refined its earlier holding in the landmark case of Roe v. Wade.)

From the Court’s opinion reinforcing the right to abortion under Roe v. Wade:

“The woman's right to terminate her pregnancy before viability is the most central principle of Roe v. Wade.  It is a rule of law and a component of liberty we cannot renounce.”
________Agree_________Disagree_________No response

HOMOSEXUAL CONDUCT

2. Lawrence v. Texas, ___ U.S. ___, 123 S.Ct. 2472 (2003) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of a Texas statute criminalizing sexual intercourse between individuals of the same sex.  The Court decided that the statute was unconstitutional.)

From the Court’s opinion interpreting the right to privacy to include homosexual sodomy:
“When sexuality finds overt expression in intimate conduct with another person, the conduct can be but one element in a personal bond that is more enduring.  The liberty protected by the Constitution allows homosexual persons the right to make this choice.”

______Agree______Disagree____ No response

NONSECTARIAN PRAYER AT PUBLIC SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONIES

3. Lee v. Weisman, 505 U.S. 577 (1992) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of a public school district policy permitting school officials to invite members of the clergy to offer nonsectarian invocation and benediction prayers as part of the formal graduation ceremonies for middle schools and high schools.  The Court decided that such nonsectarian prayers are unconstitutional.)  

From the Court’s opinion prohibiting the recitation of nonsectarian prayers at public school graduation ceremonies:

“Though the efforts of the school officials in this case to find common ground appear to have been a good faith attempt to recognize the common aspects of religions, and not the divisive ones, our precedents do not permit school officials to assist in composing prayers as an incident to a formal exercise for their students.” 

______Agree_______Disagree______No response

PARENTAL CHOICE IN EDUCATION

4.  Zelman v. Simmons-Harris, 536 U.S. ___, 122 S.Ct. 2460 (2003)  (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of an Ohio school choice program that awarded publicly-funded scholarships to students for use at public, private, or religious schools.  The Court decided that the school choice program was constitutional.)

From the Court’s opinion upholding the right of the state of Ohio to provide publicly-funded scholarships to low-income parents for use at public, private, or religious schools:
“[The cases of] Mueller, Witters, and Zobrest thus make clear that where a government aid program is neutral with respect to religion, and provides assistance directly to a broad class of citizens who, in turn, direct government aid to religious schools wholly as a result of their own genuine and independent private choice, the program is not readily subject to challenge under the Establishment Clause.”

______Agree______Disagree______ No response

EQUAL ACCESS FOR THEOLOGY MAJORS TO A STATE-FUNDED COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

5. Locke v. Davey, ___ U.S. ___ (2004), 124 S.Ct. 1307 (2004)  (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of a Washington state policy providing state-funded college scholarships to all eligible students except those majoring in devotional theology.  The Court decided that it is permissible for the state of Washington to provide college scholarships to all eligible students except devotional theology majors.)

From the Court’s opinion permitting the exclusion of only devotional theology majors from the state-funded college scholarship program:

“Training someone to lead a congregation is an essentially religious endeavor. . . .  Indeed, majoring in devotional theology is akin to a religious calling as well as an academic pursuit.  That a State would deal differently with religious education for the ministry than with education for other callings is a product of these views, not evidence of hostility toward religion.”  

______Agree______Disagree______No Response

TAKING OF PROPERTY THROUGH EMINENT DOMAIN

6.  Kelo v. City of New London, 545 U.S. 469 (2005) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with constitutionality of City of New London using the power of eminent domain to take private property for an economic development project.  In a 5-4 decision, the Court upheld the taking of the private property.)

From the Court’s opinion upholding the taking of a landowner’s private property by a municipality for economic development: 

“Because that plan unquestionably serves a public purpose, the takings challenged here satisfy the public use requirement of the Fifth Amendment. . . . Promoting economic development is a traditional and long accepted function of government.” 

________Agree_________Disagree_________No response
RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS

7. District of Columbia v. Heller, ____ U.S. ____ (2008) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of the District of Columbia’s ban on handguns as well as its requirement that firearms in the home be kept nonfunctional even when necessary for self-defense.  In a 5-4 decision, the Court held that the District’s ban on handgun possession in the home violates the Second Amendment, as does its prohibition against rendering any lawful firearm in the home operable for the purpose of immediate self-defense.)

From the Court’s opinion reinforcing the right to bear arms under the Second Amendment to the United States Constitution:

“Undoubtedly some think that the Second Amendment is outmoded in a society where our standing army is the pride of our Nation, where well-trained police forces provide personal security, and where gun violence is a serious problem. That is perhaps debatable, but what is not debatable is that it is not the role of this Court to pronounce the Second Amendment extinct.”

________Agree_________Disagree_________No response

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

8.  Kennedy v. Louisiana, ____ U.S. ____ (2008) (U.S. Supreme Court decision dealing with the constitutionality of a Louisiana state statute that authorized capital punishment for the rape of a child under 12.  In a 5-4 decision, the Court held that the Eighth Amendment bars Louisiana from imposing the death penalty for the rape of a child where the crime did not result, and was not intended to result, in the victim's (the rapist’s 8-year-old stepdaughter’s) death. 

From the Court’s decision striking down the Louisiana statute authorizing the use of capital punishment in the case of the rape of a child:

“Consistent with evolving standards of decency and the teachings of our precedents we conclude that, in determining whether the death penalty is excessive, there is a distinction between intentional first-degree murder on the one hand and non-homicide crimes against individual persons, even including child rape, on the other.”

________Agree_________Disagree_________No response
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